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appears in Figure 3.7. Each dot in the scatterplot represents the score of one respondent on the role 
overload measure (along the x-axis) and the burnout measure (along the y-axis). We examine the trend that 
these dots display and see that, in general, as people score toward the high end of the role overload mea-
sure, they tend to score toward the high end of the burnout measure. Of course, there are exceptions to this 
general trend, but that’s the overall picture that is painted in this scatterplot.

Scatterplot: graph that visually displays the relationship between two scale variables.

In Chapters 12 and 13, we will learn statistical tools that quantify the strength of the relationship between 
two scale variables displayed in a scatterplot. For now, understand that there are three types of relationships 
between scale variables that a scatterplot can reveal. First, there is a linear relationship; that is, the relationship 
can be displayed with a straight line. The relationship between role overload and burnout in Wendt’s (2013) 

Figure 3.6    �Using a Bar Graph to Display Average Dollar Allocations for Student Organizations in 
Bernard et al.’s (2014) Research
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